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!ǳǘǳƳƴ bŜǿǎ 

Now that COVID-19 is but a distant memory (!) 

itôs time for activities to resume along the creek, 

with clean-up events, meetings and plantings 

beginning to resume. 

Clean up Australia Day features its normal 

range of activities along the creek, we have our 

usual range of council news, more nature shots 

from Nina, and I finally finish my series on 

Tributaries! 

Iôve also been doing some works on the 

archives, and itôs amazing to see some of the 

old pictures and how many fences used to keep 

us from enjoying our Creek! Itôs not only the 

extra vegetation that we can now enjoy, itôs also 

the fact that we are actually allowed to access it 

at allé. 

We also feature the latest news about Friends 

activities and show the best Sightings photos 

from along the Creek. 

David Widdowson, Editor 

Thanks to Anna Lanigan, Kaye Oddie, Maurice 

Austin, Rachel Lopes, Julia Cirillo, Nina 

Franceschi and Lori Arthur for their assistance 

with the production of this issue. 
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A New Bridge  

Funding for a new bridge has been jointly provided by 

Moreland City Council and Moonee Valley City 

Council, with construction to occur as part of the 

waterway works led by Melbourne Water. There are 

currently two bridges that cross the Moonee Ponds 

Creek in the project area. The bridge located 

between Strathmore North Primary School and 

Margaret Street in Oak Park will be replaced with a 

new bridge, as it is the older of the two and only 1.2 

metres in width.  

The new pedestrian and cyclist bridge will be 

approximately 26.5 metres in length, 3.0 metres wide 

and will be located immediately upstream of the 

existing bridge in order to minimise disruption 

impacts on the community during construction. The 

late inclusion of this new bridge has had an impact on 

the design development, as we extend our design to 

include the new paths and bridge connections prior to 

commencing construction.  

Vegetation Management  

To facilitate the works there will be impacts to both 

native and non-native vegetation. The project team 

have worked diligently to minimise and reduce the 

impact on existing vegetation wherever possible. 

The project will remove 0.32 ha of native vegetation 

including 34 trees, of which 12 are non-indigenous. 

Of the 34 trees, 12 of them will be removed from 

along Brosnan Crescent to allow the construction of 

a shared path and 15 will be removed at the location 

of the new pond. Between Brosnan Crescent and 

the waterway 114 trees will be kept. The project will 

plant a total of 31,000 native plants within the project 

area and at another suitable location to offset the 

vegetation removals of the project. 

Updated Timeline  

The inclusion of the new bridge and new planning 

requirements, have delayed the start of the project. 

We are anticipating construction will start in April 

2022 and will take us through to June 2022. In the 

first phase, we will undertake construction of the 

shared user path on the Brosnan Crescent side of 

the creek. We will return in November 2022 to 

commence the in-channel and the remaining 

ground and landscaping works. The project is due 

for completion in mid-2023.  Please send any 

feedback you have on these topics to 

mooneeponds.creek@melbournewater.com.au 

Consultation will close 13 March 2022. 

Stare Planning Provision 

The Minister for Planning is in the process of 

determining whether the Reimagining Moonee 

Ponds Creek project can be considered under the 

Clause 52.30 ï State project planning provision in 

the Moonee Valley and Moreland Planning 

Schemes.  

This planning provision provides a standardised 

planning process to facilitate the assessment of 

state projects to support Victoriaôs economic 

recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic.  

This assessment process will include consideration 

of potential environmental, amenity and construction 

impacts of the project and a range of requirements 

must be met before works can commence. 

mailto:mooneeponds.creek@melbournewater.com.au
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By Rachel Lopes 

¶ The Re-Commitment Ceremony (10 March) 

was postponed and planned for either of the 

key Chain of Ponds Project Sites, the 

Reimagining Moonee Ponds Creek site or the 

Essendon / Brunswick West Improvement site. 

New site and date to be confirmed. 

¶ After much discussion and deliberation, the new 

Chain of Ponds Prospectus is at the designer 

and out soon. 

¶ Melbourne Water has 2 Artificial Intelligence 

pilot projects underway for litter on the Moonee 

Ponds Creek. One to assess when traps are full 

and need to be emptied, the other to identify the 

different types of litter flowing down the river.  

¶ Upcoming meetings with Wurundjeri Woi 

wurrung to discuss their involvement in Chain of 

Ponds Collaboration and DELWP to discuss 

Planning Controls as part of Waterways of the 

West Action Plan. 

¶ Bunjil and Bandicoots Project ï tin is 

being collected at the end of March and 

cut in preparation for laying in April/May. 

Wurundjeriôs Narrap Team and Penola 

Grammar interested in being involved. 

¶ Litter Working Group update: Melbourne 

Water/RMIT/AQUESTôs Litter Research 

Partnership is working to answer 

questions: Whatôs the condition rating for 

litter in Melbourne Waterôs catchments? 

and how can Melbourne Water prioritize 

management actions around litter?  It 

includes quarterly measurement of litter at 

five sites along the Moonee Ponds Creek, 

as shown on the map below: 
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ сǘƘΣ нлнн 

Shiels Reserve, Brunswick West  

Thursday 21 April, 10am-12noon 

Come join MCMC and the Friends of Moonee Ponds 
Creek as we safely remove litter from creek banks 
and surrounding areas. Help us collect important 
citizen science litter data in order to reduce the 
amount of litter entering the creek. This event is 
suitable for the whole family!  

Equipment supplied, but please wear long pants, 
sturdy covered shoes and BYO drink bottle and 
gloves - if you have them. We will supply everything 
else you need.  

Limited parking on Duggan Street. Easy to cycle 
along the Moonee Ponds Creek trail or take the bus 
from Albion Street. Or Tram from Melville Road.  

 
Bookings essential at www.mcmc.org.au   

Organised by Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek, 
funded by Moreland City Council, and supported by 
the Merri Creek Management Committee.  

Boeing Reserve, March 6th, 9am 

Now in its 8th year, come and join us to clean up 
Moonee Ponds creek at Boeing reserve, 
Strathmore Heights.  

Meeting Point: Pagoda, at end of car park, 
between the community garden and the creek. 

 

Melissa Street, March 6th, 10am 

Help clean the Creek - meet at the Lebanon 
Reserve Playground, Melissa St, Strathmore.  

    

Westbreen Creek, March 6th, 11am 

Meet at Cole Reserve Playground and BBQ tables 

on Cumberland Road, opposite Warwick Road, 

Pascoe Vale. And after, grab a free coffee from St 

Derby caf®.  BYO friends, family & gloves!  Event 

link: https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/

fundraisers/rachelantonik/cole-reserve-playground 
 

Cross Keys, March 6th, 10am 

Event by Moonee Valley Sustainability 

We'll get active, meet some new people and help 

keep our neighbourhood beautiful. 

WEAR - gloves, boots, pants & hat 

BRING - bags, tongs, water & sunscreen 

MEET - Totem Pole near corner of Cameron Rd 

and Bridge St, Essendon. 

Some equipment will be provided. 
 

http://www.mcmc.org.au
https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/fundraisers/rachelantonik/cole-reserve-playground
https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/fundraisers/rachelantonik/cole-reserve-playground
https://www.facebook.com/MooneeValleySustainability/























