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/ƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ wŜƳƻǾŀƭ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ²ŀȅΗ 

Great to see more progress with the Naturalisation 

Project in Strathmore North. We report on this and 

the future of the project in this issue. Itôs amazing to 

see sections that were previously just a concrete 

drain gradually being transformed into areas that are 

much more pleasant to the eye!  

The sheer cost of the project makes me think that 

something less expensive needs to be done if a lot 

more of the concrete is going to be covered in the 

future, for instance drilling holes in the concrete 

walls and planting with suitable plants to create a 

vegetated cover. Hopefully the lessons learned from 

this project will help in the future to naturalise longer 

sections while spending less money.  

Anyway itôs great to see a start has been made and 

valuable lessons are being learned for future efforts 

to give the Creek a more natural appearance! 

David Widdowson, Editor 

 

Thanks to Kaye Oddie, Rachel Lopes, Nina 

Franceschi, Anna Lanigan, Milly Burke, Charlotte 

Napper, Julia Cirillo and Kelvin Thomson for their 

assistance with the production of this issue. 

Cover images by David Widdowson and Joanne 

Dietrich. 
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Project update  

Weôre gradually removing the concrete walls along 

both sides of the creek and replacing them with 

rockwork.  

So far, weôve completed more than 300 metres of 

rockwork along the northern side of the creek, and just 

over 300 metres on the southern side.  

Once this is complete, the concrete base of the 

channel will also be covered with rockwork to create a 

meandering creek, to slow down flows and give it a 

more ónaturalô look and feel.  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ  
Weôre excited that the planting of more than 43,000 

native trees and shrubs is commencing from 19 May 

2023! This is a significant milestone in the delivery of 

the project.  

The Brosnan Crescent shared path works (Moonee 

Valley Council side) will start from 18 May 2023 and 

will take approximately three weeks to complete 

(weather permitting).  

From 23 June to 10 July 2023 (school holidays), an 

additional detour will be in place via Odin Street and 

Mascoma Street while we renew a small section of 

Moonee Ponds Creek Trail next to Strathmore North 

Primary School.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding of 

these short-term inconveniences as we work to 

improve your shared path network.  

Progress with Naturalisation Project  

Why only 360 metres of the creek? 

The naturalisation of large concrete channels like 

Moonee Ponds Creek can unfortunately be very 

costly, as we are learning along the way. This is 

mainly due to the amount of excavation required to 

remove the concrete and reshape the waterway into 

a more natural form. After an extensive collaborative 

design process for this project, the community chose 

to transform a smaller length of creek but include a 

deep pond and more open space for people to better 

enjoy the creek and its surrounds, rather than 

focusing on a longer section of creek with no ponds 

or community spaces.  

Why canôt the concrete be completely removed? 

Due to low levels of Per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

substances (PFAS) in the soil beneath the concrete 

base of the creek channel (something weôve always 

known about), a decision was made to leave the 

concrete base in place, essentially locking the PFAS 

in place. By installing rockwork on top of the concrete 

base, rather than removing the concrete, a similar 

ónaturalisedô look can still be achieved.  

Whatôs being done with the concrete?  

The concrete is being taken to a recycling facility 

where it will be crushed and then undergo a process 

called óthermal desorptionô, which removes the PFAS 

through heat. The resultant clean concrete will then 

be able to be re-purposed and used for other projects 

that need concrete.  
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Litter Clean-ups by Neil Sutton 

(With data uploaded to Litterwatch.org.au) 

¶ Five Mile Creek, Moonee Ponds: Most recent 

clean undertaken on May 7th with volunteers 

from Moonee Valley Sustainability and the 

Moonee Ponds Creek Litter Clean-up Team. 

With 12 volunteers, we had 17 people in total, 18 

bags of rubbish and a total litter count of 2,315 

items. Polystyrene and soft plastic were the 

major items with 1,689 and 441 cleaned up, 

respectively. Thatôs a lot of rubbish that is now 

not making its way down to Port Phillip Bay.  

¶ Stubbs St, Kensington (Moonee Ponds Creek 

south of Racecourse Rd): Most recent clean 

undertaken on May 13th with volunteers from the 

Greens Community group, Moonee Ponds Creek 

Litter Clean-up Team and members of the City of 

Melbourne Council. With 7 volunteers this was a 

swiftly organised clean to remove litter on the 

grassy area next to the creek prior to mowing 

contractors shredding the litter. A total of 13 

bags were collected with an impressive total litter 

count of 3,416. Soft plastic, bottles, aluminium 

cans, plastic food wrappers and polystyrene 

were the leading categories with 1,259, 598, 

516, 389 and 290, respectively. Bottles and cans 

surprisingly over-indexed at this site in 

comparison with polystyrene.    

As part of Phase 1 of the Chain of Ponds Litter 

Action Plan, we are currently gathering data for litter 

accumulation sites linked to major litter hotspots 

such as Glenroy, Roxburgh Park and Keilor Rd 

shopping precincts. Our next phase is to pilot a litter 

reduction education program in these hotspots, 

starting with West Street (linked to Westbreen 

Creek). We are always on the lookout for volunteers, 

if you are interested, join the Moonee Ponds Creek 

Litter Clean up Team Facebook group here (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/678903923918248) or 

feel free to email me: neil.sutton@gww.com.au 

 

Automatic River Cleaner 

The Chain of Ponds team visited óGeoffô the 

automatic river cleaner on 12 May with Parks 

Victoria and fellow River and Bay Keepers and 

discussed extending the trial beyond the Yarra and 

Maribyrnong Rivers to Moonee Ponds Creek and 

Werribee Rivers. We also discussed the idea of a 

single agency or body accountable for litter 

management to ensure a more strategic and 

systematic response ð and weôre looking forward to 

continuing these discussions. 

Uncle Andrew Gardiner from Wurundjeri Woi-

wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 

welcomed us on country and joined mid-project 

celebrations and planting on the Reimagining 

Moonee Ponds Creek project. 

Kathleen Matthews-Ward MPðrepresenting Water 

Minister Harriet Shingðalso joined us and spoke 

beautifully about her lifelong connections to the 

creek and the important role it plays in her life. 

Weôre so thankful to have a great breadth of 

partners and supporters on this project and we canôt 

wait to do more! Watch this space. 

The Bandicoot Flight Path Brief and Costings 

have been prepared and are now live on the Chain 

of Ponds website.  If youód like to support this 

project as a sponsor or know someone who would, 

please get in touch. 

https://www.litterwatchvictoria.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/678903923918248
https://www.facebook.com/groups/678903923918248
mailto:neil.sutton@gww.com.au
https://chainofponds.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Bandicoot-Flight-Path-Project-Brief.pdf
https://chainofponds.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Bandicoot-Flight-Path-Project-Brief.pdf
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Litter Clean-up Team Update 

.ȅ YŜƭǾƛƴ ¢ƘƻƳǎƻƴ 

The Moonee Ponds Creek Litter Clean-up team 

has engaged in a number of successful clean ups 

over the last three months. 

On Clean Up Australia Day, 5th of March, there 

were clean-ups at the Five Mile Creek reserve 

Essendon, Boeing Reserve, Westbreen Creek, Brady 

Reserve Brunswick West, and in Kensington. These 

clean-ups were highly successful and well supported 

by local residents (see next page).  

On the 2nd of April, Moonee Valley Sustainability 

and Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek cleaned up 

parkland along the Creek and around Strathnaver 

and John Pascoe Fawkner Reserves. Once again 

there was strong support for our clean-up and a lot of 

rubbish was collected. Neil Sutton is doing great work 

analysing the litter being collected to enable us to 

better understand the sources of the litter problem, so 

we can take effective preventative action. At 

Strathnaver Reserve, food and beverage wrappers 

and packaging constituted the majority of the litter. 

On the 7th of May we had a community clean-up at 

Five Mile Creek, going back to the site of the major 

clean-up on Clean Up Australia Day. It was 

somewhat disappointing to see how quickly litter had 

accumulated since our previous clean-up.  

A clean-up was also held in the lower reaches of the 

Moonee Ponds Creek, just south of Flemington 

Bridge, on Saturday 13th May. Further clean ups 

are planned for Five Mile Creek in August and 

November. 

The analysis of the litter from the May clean-up in 

Five Mile Creek shows that plastics are the problem, 

in particular polystyrene and soft plastics.  

Neil Sutton from the Chain of Ponds Collaboration 

says these are the items we are going to focus on 

with our source reduction initiatives upstream.   

The Kensington clean-up collected an outstanding 

3416 pieces of litter in less than two hours. This data 

has been uploaded to litterwatchvictoria.org and 

will be used to report on future source reduction 

tactics upstream.  

The Moonee Ponds Creek Litter Clean-up Team 

has its own Facebook page which you can join, in 

order to be kept informed of future events. Thanks to 

Logan Shield and Neil Sutton for their organising 

work, and to all the local residents who are 

supporting our initiatives. 

https://www.litterwatchvictoria.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/678903923918248/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=711818970626743























