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It was great to finish National Volunteer Week with a big roll 
up to our Sunday 25 May clean up at Jacana Reserve. Dozens 
of volunteers turned out to clean up the creek, downstream 
from the Reserve towards the Broadmeadows Club. A big 
thank you to Hume Councillor Karen Sherry for her attendance 
and support for the event. Thanks also to the Glenroy Lions, 
who put on a BBQ afterwards, and to Rachel Lopes, Chain of 
Ponds Collaboration Lead, for her assistance, and for driving 
back from the Otways on a Sunday morning to be part of it. 
Jacana residents turned out to support the clean up, and are 
keen to look after this beautiful patch of open space.

Adopt-a-Creek is going extremely well. Our pioneers, 
Carolyn Layton and Greg Hunt in Oak Park, and Pam Lloyd 
in Brunswick, have now been joined by Sooren Basil (Baz) 
in Essendon upstream from Albion Street, and Feili Zhang 
downstream from Albion Street, Peter Pennycuick (Five Mile 
Creek), Jac di Blasi and Martin Reeves from Brunswick Sparkle, 
the Samson Family in Brunswick, and Flora and John Zulian in 
Glenroy West. I have also received support from Ist TullaPark 
Scouts in Gladstone Park, Shane Hird at Five Mile Creek, and 
the Friends of Woodlands Historic Park, and look forward to 
making announcements about their involvement soon.

Together, we’re gonna clean up this creek!

Kelvin Thomson
Moonee Ponds Creek Chain of Ponds Collaboration Litter Lead
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Update

FRIENDS OF MOONEE
PONDS CREEK

The photos tell it all.  A local Kensington resident recently 
filmed a Rakali, a native water rat, eating from a Rodent Bait 
Station outside an empty warehouse building in Arden Street, 
Kensington, not far from the Moonee Ponds Creek. Two days 
later, the resident noticed a dead Rakali back towards the 
Creek. No marks of injury or attack and he surmised it was the 
same Rakali seen at the Rodent Bait Station.

That native Rakali are frequenting the lower Moonee Ponds 
Creek is great news for those who have worked along this 
section of the Creek for many years, revegetating the banks and 
enhancing its habitat and biodiversity.  But having Rakali being 

RAKALI and Rodent Bait StationsRAKALI and Rodent Bait Stations
Lower Moonee Ponds Creek

killed by rat poison is incredibly disappointing. ... and this is the 
second dead one seen along this section of the Creek.

In the recent case, liaison with one local business and pest 
control company, to their credit, resulted in a change to a 
smaller rodent bait station that hopefully Rakali won’t be able 
to access.

The Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek is seeking expert 
information about how rodent bait stations can be better 
located, so not accessible to Rakali.  We plan to contact local 

businesses close to the Creek, seeking their support in ways 
to protect these valued native Rakali from accessing baits.  
Locating bait stations inside premises could be one option; 
placing them higher up could be another option, as Rakali 
apparently don’t climb very much; or using different non-
toxic measures.

Ben Corbett local resident, and Kaye Oddie
[photos:  Ben Corbett]
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Update

FRIENDS OF MOONEE
PONDS CREEK

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek is pleased to be 
partnering with Merri-bek City Council and Melbourne 
Water with funding provided by the Department of 
Energy, Environment and Climate Action’s Green Links 
Program to revegetate the Creek’s upper embankment 
between Turnbull Court and Citylink in Brunswick West. 

Thanks to all the community members who helped with 
the weeding bees held at Turnbull Court on 6 and 20 
April, in preparation for infill planting. So now, please 
join us for a Community Planting morning on Sunday 
15 June, to continue the work of revegetation and bio-
linking along Moonee Ponds Creek. 

Time and date: 10am-12pm, Sunday 15 June 2025 

Location: Meet at the end of Turnbull Court, Brunswick West 
(https://maps.app.goo.gl/2BSrRehZozukoXKV8) 

What to bring: Gardening clothes, sturdy shoes, hat, water bottle. 

What we’ll provide: gloves, tools, morning tea 

Things to note: Parking is limited in Turnbull Court and Waxman 
Parade. The creek embankment is steep so young children will 
need close supervision. 

Enquiries: friendsofmooneepondscreek@gmail.com We look 
forward to seeing you there.

Community Planting Sunday 15 June, 10am-12pm

Additional sighting of the Echidna
Hi, I was just reading about the Echidna sighting in Ponderings 
(Autumn edition). I too saw it on the creek where I live, where 
Tennyson meets Vanberg Road in Essendon. End January 2025.

And I have also had a wallaby pass twice!!

Kind regards, Barbara
(recieved via email)

John Street community planting to 
repair Jemena damage to previous 
planting efforts. 
John Street Reserve Oak Park.  
Sunday 29 June, 10am-12pm.  

Gloves,  planting tools and morning tea provided.  
Bring your own water bottle. 

Community planting day with Friends 
of Moonee Ponds Creek and Moonee 
Valley City Council has been organised 
along the creek at Brosnan Crescent, 
Strathmore 
Sunday 3 August, 10am to noon. 

Planting along the newest reimagined section of the 
creek (near corner of Brosnan Crescent and Odin Street, 
Strathmore). BYO water bottle.

Tools and gloves provided. Moonee Valley City Council will 
be hiring an accessible toilet as well as providing water and 
morning tea snacks.
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Pre-2021  
Local residents embark on revegetating the embankment 

2021 
Community planting by ‘Wilding’ - local residents’ 
group and Merri-bek City Council

2024 
Woody weed encroachment 

March 2025  
.... following removal of Ash trees, Prickly Pear and 
other woody weeds

Turnbull Court. We’ve come quite a way!
1954 
Creek bank erosion, rear of a Waxman Parade house

1960 - 1975 
MMBW straightened the Creek and created 
a concrete channel
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Integrated Water Action 
Plan 2025-2030
Merri-bek City Council has developed a draft  
5-year Action Plan 2025-2030 to help Merri-bek become a 
water sensitive city.

The plan identifies on-going and one-off actions for the next 
five years. You can provide feedback via: 
water@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

New project launched 
on Conversations  
Merri-bek
This consultation relates to Strategies, plans and policies, 
Brunswick, Brunswick East, Coburg, Coburg North, Fawkner, 
Glenroy, Gowanbrae, Hadfield, Oak Park, Pascoe Vale, Pascoe 
Vale South, Fitzroy North, Tullamarine, Brunswick West.

Local Law Amendment

Merri-bek City Council are amending the General Local Law 
2018 to revise the regulation of feeding of birds.

Learn more about the project conversations.merri-bek.vic.
gov.au/local-law-amendment

Update

MERRI-BEK  
CITY COUNCIL

April 2025
Community Weeding Bee

15 June 2025
Community Planting Bee

The embankment will be revegetated, enhancing its 
biodiversity, improving habitat and continuing biolinks 
along the Creek.

The works have been enabled by a state government 
(DEECA) Green Links grant to the Friends of Moonee 
Ponds Creek and supported by Merri-bek Council 
and Melbourne Water.

Moomba Park Wetlands, Fawkner
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Grassroots Group is go! 
The Grassroots Program offers hands-on activities and 
workshops every month to help you make a real impact!  
For community members aged 12-25 that are passionate 
about the environment and ready to take action. 

A co-lab between our Conservation and Youth teams for 
community, last week we rolled up our sleeves and mulched 
in some habitat logs at Canning Reserve (to make ready for 
planting). Our next event is a Brew your own Kombucha 
workshop on Sunday 29 June.  

•	 Join the Grassroots Group to:
•	 Lead sustainable change in your community
•	 Go on eco-excursions and meet experts
•	 Connect with like-minded young people

To find out more or sign up, visit: https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/
youth/youth-groups-and-programs/#grassroots-group 

Caring for Country together, events to roll up your 
sleeves and get planting!

Update

MOONEE VALLEY
CITY COUNCIL

National Tree Day at Afton 
Street Conservation Park, 
Essendon West
Sunday 27 July, 10am to 1pm. 

A family friendly celebration of our local parks. Help plant 
thousands of seedlings and meet local environmental groups 
then chill out with live music and a hot drink and snag. 

Tools and gloves provided. BYO water bottle and reusable 
mug. Limited parking on site so please consider using the 
Maribyrnong River trail. 

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek 
planting day along the creek at 
Brosnan Crescent, Strathmore 
Sunday 3 August, 10am to noon. 

Planting along the newest reimagined section of the creek 
(near corner of Brosnan Crescent and Odin Street, Strathmore).  
Tools and gloves provided. BYO water bottle. 
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Recently, a letter was distributed across parts of 
Myrnong Ward about drainage and flood prone 
areas that has caused some concern. Below are 
some facts about the issues raised, and hopefully 
answers to questions with respect to the letter.

If our readers have any further questions, or would 
like to discuss the drains issue, please get in touch 
with Cr Rose Iser:    Email: riser@mvcc.vic.gov.au

Importantly:
•	 Melbourne is undergoing considerable flood modelling 

which is still underway. There is no finalised mapping or 
modelling currently before Council. Should any potential 
changes to planning overlays be required in the future 
because of revised modelling, these will be conducted 
with extensive consultation and engagement with the local 
community.

•	 Flood modelling informs the renewal and upgrade of 
essential drainage infrastructure to mitigate impacts on 
homes, people and infrastructure. Modelling assesses risk 
and informs Council’s prioritisation of drainage works.

•	 Stormwater has neither previously been diverted, nor 
is planned to be diverted from Puckle Street and Mt 
Alexander Road to local streets in Moonee Ponds. 

Question 1: Are the drains in the area overwhelmed 
and in need of replacement?

Council is not aware of any specific damage to stormwater 
pipes in the area. Council conducts regular proactive and 
reactive maintenance on the network to maintain entrances 
to drainage pits and pipes. Through its Annual Capital Works 
Program in 2022, Council wrote to residents regarding the 
upgrade of the existing drainage network in Stuart Street, 
Moonee Ponds. These works are currently at the design stage, 
with the construction works forecast within the upcoming 
Capital Works Program.

Question 2: What is Council doing to address  
any drainage issue?

Council regularly monitors, maintains and manages the 
existing drainage network to ensure it can cater for the 
increasing frequency and intensity of rainfall events because 
of climate change. This regime included the cleaning of all 
the drainage pits and pipes in the area in February 2025. The 
upgrade of the existing drainage network in Stuart Street is 
forecast within the upcoming Capital Works Program. Council 
is working with residents with specific drainage issues and 
concerns to identify mitigating measures.

Question 3: What is the impact of development  
on drainage and storm water in our area?

The drainage system of all new developments must be 
designed to ensure that it does not have any detrimental 
impacts to the existing drainage network downstream. For 
example, the development application for The Moonee Valley 
Racecourse incorporates mitigation measures (such as on-
site detention, upgrade to the wetland and re-use of treated 
water for grassed areas) to ensure the downstream drainage 
network can cater for the anticipated flows adequately.

Question 4: Understanding flood modelling  
and mapping 

The purpose of flood modelling is to identify preventative 
action that can mitigate risks to homes, people and 
infrastructure. Melbourne Water reviews and develops 
new flood models to inform flood risk and build community 
resilience. With the increasing frequency and intensity of 
local storm event impacts associated with climate change, 
Melbourne Water has adopted the recommendations of the 
independent Maribyrnong River Flood Review and      >> 

10 questions you could ask about 10 questions you could ask about 
drainage and flood modelling in Moonee drainage and flood modelling in Moonee 
Ponds and Travancore.Ponds and Travancore.

Photo: Melbourne water

By Cr Rose Iser,  
Myrnong Ward, Moonee Valley City Council.
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will review models every 5 years and update them every 10. 
Any major flood event experienced within this timeframe, will 
also trigger a review of our flood modelling.  

Question 5: What is the role of Council  
in flood modelling?

Melbourne Water is the project lead, and Council is a partner, 
in developing a flood model for the municipality. Modelling 
ensures our drainage is fit for purpose to mitigate risk of 
adverse impacts for our community. This modelling identifies 
potential projects for renewal, upgrade and/or expansion of 
Council drainage assets.

Question 6: What stage is our local flood modelling at?

Over the past three years, Melbourne Water has been leading 
overland flood modelling reviews for municipalities across 
metropolitan Melbourne, including Moonee Valley. Technical 
engineering consultant are currently finalising the flood modelling 
and presentations back to Melbourne Water and Council are 
expected soon. A peer review process may also be required. 

Question 7: When will the modelling be released?

Melbourne Water and Council must release the modelling 
within a ‘reasonable’ timeframe once all parties are satisfied 
that the modelling is an accurate reflection of the future 
conditions in a 1-in-100-year storm event (accounting for the 
impacts of climate change). The specific timeframe for the 
model’s release is unknown.   

Question 8: What is the process for introducing a 
flood-related overlays over the municipality following 
any new flood remodelling being undertaken?

The Minister controls any process to amend the planning 
scheme to align with the final modelling. Should any potential 
changes to the planning framework be required in the future 

because of revised flood modelling, this will be conducted 
with extensive consultation and engagement with the local 
community. The steps include: exhibition of an Amendment, 
notification to all residents, a panel process and report, before 
the Minister makes the final decision on any amendment.

Question 9: What would Council’s response be to 
modelling that identifies homes in Moonee Valley  
as under flood risk?

Council will notify the owners and occupiers of the flood 
risk and potential localised mitigation options. Council will 
review the drainage asset management plan to prioritise the 
identified areas in order of highest risk and include in capital 
works program for infrastructure upgrades. Council will also 
advise developers through the development application 
and assessment process of the requirements for mitigation 
initiatives for future development proposals.

Question 10: How do drainage priorities respond  
to the mapping and modelling work?

The revised modelling will assist Council to identify projects 
for renewal, upgrade and/or expansion. Projects are 
prioritised against factors such as flooding risk criticality, 
extent of flooding impact, disruption to the road and pathway 
network, and impact on private property, and critical social 
infrastructure.

Photo: Melbourne water

Photo: Moonee Valley City Council
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Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofmooneepondscreek/
Webpage: mooneepondscreek.org.au

Friends of Merri Creek:  
friendsofmerricreek.org.au/

Friends of Edgars Creek:  
foec.org.au

Friends of Steele Creek Facebook:  
facebook.com/FriendsOfSteeleCreekInc

Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley:  
fmvonline.com
Woodlands Historic Park:  
whp.altervista.org/
Victorian Indigenous Plants Co-op (VINC):  
https://www.vinc.net.au
Chain of Ponds:  
https://chainofponds.org

Contact us if you have any other links to share

Handy websites and Facebook links
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Sightings around the creek
Photos taken by Maurice Austin except Echidna by Barbara Wagner and reproduced with permission
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Sightings
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FOR ALL MEMBERS WHO ATTEND SCHEDULED PLANTING DAYS, PLEASE BRING GLOVES AND DRINKING WATER, WEAR 
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING AND  FOOTWEAR. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT

The Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek supports child safe environments for its activities.

Last minute cancellations and changes will be posted to our Facebook: facebook.com/groups/friendsofmooneepondscreek/

HUME, MERRI-BEK AND MOONEE VALLEY CITY COUNCILS SOMETIMES PLACE PLANTING DAYS ON THEIR WEBSITE.  
THEY MAY PREFER YOU TO REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE TO ASSIST WITH RESOURCING AND CATERING.

Diary Dates Last minute cancellations and changes 
will be posted to our Facebook page.

Join the Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek 
 for  $20  per year

Help protect and enhance the Moonee Ponds Creek’s natural environment. 
For information and to join, go to: mooneepondscreek.org.au and complete the membership form  

or write to: PO Box 1092, Moonee Ponds, Victoria 3039.

What	 WhereDate/Time

Sunday 15 June
10:00am - 12:00pm

Monday 16 June
6.30pm

Sunday 29 June 
10:00am - 12:00pm

Sunday 27 July
10:00am - 1:00pm

Sunday 3 August
10:00am -12:00pm

Monday 18 August
6:30pm

Turnbull Court tree planting 

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek 
general meeting 

Cummunity planting 
 

National Tree Day at Afton Street  
Conservation Park, Essendon

Moonee Valley Community Planting

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek  
general meeting

Meet at the end of Turnbull Court,  
Brunswick West 

Sam Merrifield Library,  
762 Mt. Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds. 

John Street Reserve Oak Park

Limited parking on site so please consider 
using the Maribyrnong River trail. 

Corner of Brosnan Crescent and Odin Street, 
Strathmore 

Sam Merrifield Library,  
762 Mt. Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds.
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