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On Sunday 17 August, Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek, 
members of the local Wilding group and other volunteers 
finished the infill plantings along the embankment of the 
Creek at the end of Turnbull Court, Brunswick West.  

Merri-bek City Council had placed a row of rocks at the lower 
edge of the embankment and provided a load or two of mulch 
for the adjoining ‘gathering space’.  So, the major part of the 
DEECA Green Links grant has now been completed and we can 
look forward to an embankment of indigenous trees, shrubs, 
flowering plants and grasses, replacing the extensive exotic 
woody weeds (Ash trees, Prickly Pear, Fig, Peppercorn,  
Box Thorn) and creating a biolink along the Creek.

COMPLETING THE TURNBULL COURT  COMPLETING THE TURNBULL COURT  
CREEK PROJECTCREEK PROJECT

The project was made possible by the DEECA Green Links 
grant, with significant and much appreciated in-kind support 
from Merri-bek City Council, particularly on the planting 
days. All the preparatory work was carried out by contractors 
from Naturelinks, and Melbourne Water also supported the 
project as primary landholder. Of course we need to mention 
the many valuable hours volunteers spent planting, weeding, 
spreading mulch, transporting water, delivering notices, 
making muffins for the morning tea...

All these labours contributed greatly to a very successful 
project. Thank you all!

Kelvin Thompson
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“Adopt-a-Creek” is going gang busters! So far over twenty 
individuals, families and groups are taking on responsibility 
for looking after a section of the Moonee Ponds Creek and 
even some of its tributaries. The Glenroy section of the creek 
is now completely covered by volunteers, and Strathmore is 
well on the way. People are stepping up both upstream and 
downstream, which is very exciting.

We have followed-up our successful Jacana 
clean-up in May with another in Westmeadows 

on August 24.

We are doing another Litter Source Reduction Project to follow 
up our successful Westbreen project, which involved local 
traders and the Westbreen Primary School. This one will be at 
the Roxburgh Park Shopping Centre. Litter from this Centre is 
accumulating in the Otway Crescent Drain, a tributary of the 
Moonee Ponds Creek, in a wetland adjacent to the Roxburgh 
Park Railway Station. The amount of litter is out of control, 
quite unacceptable, and needs to be tackled.

Chain of Ponds partnered with Melbourne Water, Moonee 
Valley Sustainability and the Moonee Valley City Council at the 
World Environment Day launch of the Melbourne Water Litter 
Prevention Tool-kit, launched at Woodlands Park Essendon 
adjacent to the Five Mile Creek.

We have been working on the Lower Moonee Ponds Creek 
Litter Action Plan, which canvasses options for downstream 

CHAIN OF PONDS LITTER ACTION PLANCHAIN OF PONDS LITTER ACTION PLAN

Litter Traps. We want to see 2 litter traps added; an upgrade 
of the existing Bandalong, and a new one at the Docklands 
Studios site, plus an improved maintenance regime. 

We have also supported the Yarra Riverkeepers Polystyrene 
Project – 

Clearly when it comes to litter prevention is much better than 
cure, and we want to see policy actions that will prevent litter 
getting into our waterways in the first place.

Kelvin Thomson
Moonee Ponds Creek Chain of Ponds Collaboration Litter Lead

The Yarra Riverkeepers identified polystyrene 
from building sites as the biggest source of 

litter pollution in the Yarra River

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek at an Oak Park planting with 
the Adopt a Creek sign.

Rubbish that is piling up at the Otway Crescent Drain, near 
Roxburgh Park Shopping Centre.
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On 6 August, 13 partner organisations  
re-committed to the Chain of Ponds 

collaboration for another 3 years in a  
ceremony at the magical Woodlands  

Historic Park in Greenvale.

To celebrate our new partners Wurundjeri Cultural Heritage 
Aboriginal Corporation we enjoyed a welcome to country and 
smoking ceremony from Thane Garvey, yidaki (didgeridoo) 
from Ganga Giri, and a half-hour walking tour guided by  
Joe Costello from Wurundjeri’s Education Unit.

Wurundjeri Elders Aunty Gail Smith and Aunty Julieanne 
Axeford announced the Woiwurrung name of the creek, 

Update

CHAIN OF PONDS

Wilami Wunmabil, meaning home of the bush turkey 
(Australian Bustard).

Seven partner organisations also signed a financial agreement 
committing to contribute financially to the collaboration for a 
3-year period to provide greater financial stability and security. 
This is another milestone for the collaboration.

Planning continues on Stage 2: Re-imagining Moonee Ponds 
Creek with Melbourne Water, Moonee Valley and Merri-bek 
City Councils and the Department of Energy, Environment & 
Climate Action. We are also soon to hire our new Wurundjeri 
Liaison Action Officer.

TRANSFORMING THE MOONEE PONDS CREEK
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Barbara Wagner snapped this photo of a wallaby.

In the post Events happening  
in the region

PUBLIC SURVEY REQUEST
Animals of Emotion project

We invite you to participate in a public survey as part of 
a research project exploring our emotional relations to 
animals and environmental challenges. The project is 
being led by researchers from RMIT University, Western 
Sydney University, Macquarie University, and University 
of Canterbury, in partnership with Greenpeace Australia 
Pacific, Greenpeace Aotearoa and Saffron Aid.

The survey can be accessed via this link:  
https://circlesofextinction.org/?p=275

To engage with this survey, you will need to register and 
answer a few questions to give us some research context. 
Any data you provide will be held securely and it will be 
made anonymous for research purposes. Once registered, 
you will be asked to respond to images of animals using the 
Circles of Emotion tool. Choose any animal you like –  
at least five would be great, but the more the better – and 
rate it via the Circles tool, using the comment function to 
add additional responses, if you like. 

If you are interested, you will have the option to opt in 
for further engagement with this research and possible 
interviews. 

Your participation in this survey will help in understanding 
how people respond emotionally to images of animals, and 
to environmental and conservation challenges.

You can find out more about the project at:  
https://circlesofextinction.org/

THE SINGLE LIVING ENTITY
Launch of Report, Guest Presenters,  
Panel Discussion

A collaborative event by the Concerned Waterways 
Alliance and Urban Waterways Alliance

Hosted by the Maribyrnong River and Waterways 
Association

Launch of the landmark report The Single Living Entity 
Concept in Planning for Waterways - a bold step forward 
in recognising Victoria’s rivers not just as resources, but as 
interconnected living systems with intrinsic value.

The event brings together water, planning and policy 
leaders to explore how the Living Entity Concept can 
reshape urban planning and waterway stewardship.

SPEAKERS:
Stephen Rowley – RCI Planning, Report Author
Claire Romaskzko – Department of Transport and Planning
Alex English - Principal Open space Planner (Merri-bek 
City Council)

DATE: Friday 19 September, 2025. 

TIME: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

VENUE: Chiefly Room, Anglers Tavern, Maribyrnong

Registration: Humanitix
https://events.humanitix.com/the-single-living-entity-concept-in- 
planning-for-waterways-upes8ukn?_gl=1*v1m6nt*_
gcl_au*MTA3OTYyNjY3MC4xNzU3NTUwNTE1*_
ga*MTM3Mzk2NTA4Ny4xNzU3NTUwNTE2*_ga_
LHKW5FR9N6*czE3NTc1NTA1MTYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTc1NTA3Mjgkaj 
EzJGwwJGgw

BIODIVERSITY MOWING TRIAL
We want to support important pollinators in Merri-bek. 
Across 5 trial sites we are reducing mowing to see how this 
might encourage more biodiversity.

To read about this trial and for more information go to:
https://conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/biodiversity-
mowing
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Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofmooneepondscreek/
Webpage: mooneepondscreek.org.au

Friends of Merri Creek:  
friendsofmerricreek.org.au/

Friends of Edgars Creek:  
foec.org.au

Friends of Steele Creek Facebook:  
facebook.com/FriendsOfSteeleCreekInc

Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley:  
fmvonline.com
Woodlands Historic Park:  
whp.altervista.org/
Victorian Indigenous Plants Co-op (VINC):  
https://www.vinc.net.au
Chain of Ponds:  
https://chainofponds.org

Contact us if you have any other links to share

Handy websites and Facebook links
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Sightings around  
      the creek

Photos taken by Maurice Austin and reproduced with permission
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FOR ALL MEMBERS WHO ATTEND SCHEDULED PLANTING DAYS, PLEASE BRING GLOVES AND DRINKING WATER, WEAR 
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING AND  FOOTWEAR. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT

The Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek supports child safe environments for its activities.

Last minute cancellations and changes will be posted to our Facebook: facebook.com/groups/friendsofmooneepondscreek/

HUME, MERRI-BEK AND MOONEE VALLEY CITY COUNCILS SOMETIMES PLACE PLANTING DAYS ON THEIR WEBSITE.  
THEY MAY PREFER YOU TO REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE TO ASSIST WITH RESOURCING AND CATERING.

Diary Dates Last minute cancellations and changes 
will be posted to our Facebook page.

Join the Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek 
 for  $20  per year

Help protect and enhance the Moonee Ponds Creek’s natural environment. 
For information and to join, go to: mooneepondscreek.org.au and complete the membership form  

or write to: PO Box 1092, Moonee Ponds, Victoria 3039.

What	 WhereDate/Time

Friday 19 September
10:00am - 1:00pm

Monday 20 October
6.30pm

Monday 15 December 
6:30pm

The Single Living Entity
– Launch of report

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek 
Annual General Meeting
Guest Speaker:  Alex English, Principal Open 
Space Planner, Merri-bek City Council
“Growing demand on open space – sharing  
for community and environment”

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek  
general meeting

Anglers Tavern, Maribyrnong 
Register via Humanitix (see page 4) 

Sam Merrifield Library,  
762 Mt. Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds. 

Sam Merrifield Library,  
762 Mt. Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds.
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